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Introduction

Learning School

Learning school is an international student based research project. The project hopes to contribute to the understanding and development of learning in schools by enabling a small group of student researchers to investigate student perceptions of learning and teaching. The aim is to contribute to school development and improvement and to encourage students to become actively involved in this process. The project is now in its fifth year.

Learning School 5 

Learning School 5 is a group of eight international student researchers and two graduate coordinators. Learning School 5 will visit 10 schools in seven countries – Scotland, Czech Republic, Germany, Sweden (Ånge, Malmö), South Africa, Australia and Japan. 

South Peninsula High School
Our research in South Peninsula High School began on 16th of February 2004. South Peninsula accommodates 924 students and 38 teaching staff consisting of 28 permanent staff and 10 governing body teachers. The school has some available technological resources and is not as advantaged in terms of human resources as the European schools have been.  This school has a streaming process in which the top 40 students are selected for the ‘A’ class.  This process begins in Grade 10.  The rest of the students are mixed in the remaining classes, B to E.

Topic of Study

The project title was developed mainly by the group, focusing on areas we thought were worthy of investigation. Our final chosen title is: 

‘Effective learning from the student perspective’

We want to investigate why the students learn. We intend to explore different influences on their learning. We want to know what the students think about how they learn and the process of learning. Our objective is to determine what the students think is the most effective way of learning. We split our research into the following three themes:

· Motivation

· Learning Environment

· Human Resources
· Ways of learning

Research tools

Questionnaire
The Questionnaire was designed to gain general statistical data that would identify the general views of the students or highlight any significant differences through analysis. This also acted as an introduction to our research for the students. Sample size: 153.

Hot Chair
Groups of approximately ten students were given various questions to which there were only two answers. The students were then required to state the reasons for their choices. When every student had expressed his or her opinions, a final count was taken. This gave us some statistical data and a greater understanding of their views. The candidates for these sessions were chosen randomly with an approximate balance in gender.

Sample size: 40.

Group Discussion 

The student researchers raised a topic of the discussion within a group of eight pupils. Before the actual discussion students were given time to think and to reflect on their answers. The students were expected to analyse the question and by doing so, the researchers were able to acquire significant information. This tool enabled us to compile more in-depth information. The candidates for these sessions were chosen randomly with an approximate balance in gender.

Sample size: 32.

Short Answer Questions
We gave students a number of questions to which they could express their views by means of short written answers. One of the reasons why we chose this method was to give students sufficient time to consider their answers. The candidates for these sessions were chosen randomly with an approximate balance in gender.

Sample size: 20. 

Interview

After analysing the above sessions, student researchers purposefully selected students for one to one interviews. Interviews were semi-structured and were held in order to confirm issues that were raised in previous sessions and further explain the views they held. 

Sample size: 16.

Validation

In order for us to acquire relevant and reliable information, we repeated and rephrased several questions in the various tools in order to confirm information received from the students. We felt this was necessary to ensure the data we compiled was accurate and valid.

Motivation 

Motivation is an important factor in any students learning. Motivation stimulates interest, which in turn creates a positive desire to do things. Students can be ‘told’ what to do but they also need to be motivated in order to perform effectively in the classroom. During our research, we found many reasons for students to be motivated. We focused on three main areas of motivation; personal reasons, competition and reward.

Personal reasons
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Figure 1. Why students want to learn

Two of the most important factors, which made students want to learn, were to have a better career choice and to gain qualifications. Of all students asked, 99.4% either agreed or strongly agreed that their motivation for learning was to get a better career choice, of this figure 78.5% of them strongly agreed. Another reason chosen by 99.6% of the students was to gain qualifications.
“I want to learn so that I can be qualified for a particular job so that I can earn a living.” (Female student)

“To get further education, to get a good job, good career and to support your family.” (Female student)

“I would like to be very successful when I am older. To have a nice house, family, car. If you have no education then you can not get very far.  ” (Male student)

“No one wants to live in poverty. You need a good education in order to get anywhere in life. I am also here to gain new skills and I would like to be able to pass on knowledge to other people like my kids when they come and ask questions.” (Male student)

Many of the student felt that the most vital reason for why they wanted to learn were to be able to get a good job and a good career so they could be successful in their future and be able to support them selves and their future family. Some students mentioned that they felt a responsibility towards their future children and to give them the opportunity to an education in the future.

“It is also a responsibility for your children that you might have later on in life. If you are 

educated you know that you can educate, teach your child the basics they need for school so that they don’t lag behind or need special attention and they’ll be fairly knowledgeable of the basics they might undergo because you taught it to them before hand.” (Male student)

A few students also felt a responsibility towards their parents to learn since they were given this opportunity to education from their parents. 
“…It is a kind of responsibility to learn because your parents have struggled hard to get an education and if you don’t you’ll be wasting their time and not appreciating what they are doing for you. So you should want to learn because that is what your parents wanted for you, not for their benefit but for yours. “(Male student)   
Some students said that it was only for their own benefit they wanted to learn, external influences had only a minor or no impact.

“You learn for yourself.  It is up to you and it is for you in the end.” (Male student)

To gain knowledge and understanding was regarded as an elementary reason why students sought to learn by 100 % of the students, with 65.4 % of students strongly agreeing to the statement.

“I want to learn to achieve a general understanding of what is happening in the world and the universe.” (Male student)

“I wouldn’t want to know nothing. I would want to be able to go into the world and understand why I am here and why I’m doing this. I wouldn’t want to be an uneducated person living with nothing. If I have knowledge I can be something.” (Female student)
To get self satisfaction were regarded as an important motivational factor by 86.7 % of the students at South Peninsula.

“To achieve an accessible future where your life will be good in a sense, so that you can feel that if you accomplish something in your life” (Male student)

Significant differences occurred between the genders with regard to self satisfaction, more females then males wanted to learn to get self satisfaction. More females then males also regarded to be able to express interesting opinions’ as a motivational factor.

To get praise was the least important reason why students wanted to learn. Of those asked, 71.4 % were of the opinion that it did not motivate them to learn.

We hoped to establish whether the students felt it was more important to learn for life (i.e. for skills they will use throughout their lives) or to learn for exams (for qualifications). Out of 40 students asked, 30 agreed learning for life was more important. A number of them mentioned that both types of learning were interconnected and were of the opinion that by learning for exams you will also learn for life. 

However, many students also saw a great risk in forgetting things they had learnt for exams soon after and thought exams did not benefit their future life. Many students were of the opinion that school is just a small part of life and it is more important to learn skills you can use throughout your whole life. 

“I say learning for life because after school you often forget what you studied and learn. Life goes on and you can always use what you have learned in life.” (Female student)
“I think learning for life, when you leave school it is always better to have these communications skills and know how to deal with people. They are not going to ask you exactly what you know from your school books. They will want to know if you have the social skills and how to talk to people. It is always better to learn for life because you can always fall back on it.” (Female student)

“I think learning for the exams is better, because you do not only benefit at the moment, you will also benefit later in life from what you have studied previously.” (Female student)

Out of the students who preferred to learn for exams, the main reason for one of the students was that it was easier to learn only for the exams then for life.

“I study for exams, after exams you don’t worry about remembering everything afterwards you can relax and get you results you don’t have to worry anymore about it.” (Female) 

Competition
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Figure 2. Competing with others to learn.
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Figure 3. Overall effects of competition
The vast majority, 87.9% of students asked, thought competition gave them something to work towards (figure 3). 79.1 % thought competing with others helped them to learn by raising standards and 80.6% liked the challenge. Of the students asked, 61.2% disliked comparing themselves with others and 45.5% of the students thought competition could have a negative effect in form of too much pressure. Overall, competition was considered as a positive tool by 84.6% of the students and was continuously mentioned as an important factor in the students learning at South Peninsula High School.

Significant differences between the genders occurred with regard to competition. More females than males thought competing with others could be negative in form of to much pressure. 55.1 % of the females strongly agreed to the statement comparing to 36.8 % of the males. More females than males also thought it was embarrassing to fail while competing with others, with 52.6% of the females strongly agreeing and 36.8% of the males.  Significant differences also occurred in the statement ‘it is fun’, more males than females though it was fun to compete with others, 51.3 % of the females strongly agreed and 69.0% of the males.

Reward

Figure 3. Reward and achievement
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Figure 4. 
A reward could be considered a good tool for increasing motivation and the research conducted suggests this may be very effective. Of the students asked, 39.4% had been offered a reward to achieve in an exam. Of those who had been offered a reward, 88% thought it actually helped them (figure 4). However, some students looked more at the long term rewards they would benefit from in the future and thought they did not need other rewards to be more motivated to achieve in exams.

“My mother rewards good work so she will say, ‘For every ‘A’ you get I’ll give you a R50’. So I put my own pressure on myself because I want that money so I work hard. (Male student)  

“I think that reward is a bad thing. It is bad for yourself. If you achieve your goals, then you are rewarding yourself just with that” (Male student)

Conclusion
The main factor which motivates students at South Peninsula High school is thoughts about the future. Most of the students want to learn to get qualification and have a better choice of career in the future. To be able to support themselves and their future children were crucial reasons why students wanted to learn. Some students wanted to learn because they felt a responsibility to learn towards their parents. To gain knowledge and understanding was also a vital reason why students sought learn.

Learning for life is considered to be more important than to learn for the exams but many of the students felt that these types of learning were interrelated. A vast majority of students thought competition had a positive effect on their learning; the main reason was that it gave the students something to work for. Of those who had been offered a reward the vast majority, 88% thought it actually help them to learn. 

Learning environment

The ability to learn effectively depends on various factors, the learning environment is one of them. Different students have different requirements regarding this. From our research we hoped to establish what the students regarded as important factors in their learning environment, and what the ideal school environment would be.

Location
School and home were equally popular places for the students to learn.  The reasons given by the students who chose home was they were alone when they were studying.  There was less distractions and it was quieter environment to study in.  The students could create their own atmosphere to study in and they would have the support from their parents and siblings if they needed it.  The students could also study what they wanted when they wanted and how they wanted too.

“At home.  More Quieter.  I have my parents and brothers there who can help me, they already did the subject even at the same school so they know.”

“At home because I am alone”   (Female Student)

“I say in my room.  Cause there I can listen to music.  I can be calm because my room is full of pictures that remind me of school work and all my different subjects.  I have got notes and things all over my wall, which my mother wasn’t too impressed with, but it helps me a lot and she understands that.  So I say my room.”  (Female Student)

“At home in my bedroom because it is the place where I feel most comfortable.”   (Female Student)

Students regarded school as the place where they were meant to learn.  The students felt that they were more focused at school to learn.  Students felt that there was the available help from teachers and resources at school for effective learning.    
“At school because there are distractions but then my friends are there and they give me encouragement”   (Female Student)

“In a class.  I find it much better in a class than anywhere else.”   (Male Student)

“From the moment you enter through the gate, it is serious, you’re there to learn.  People come to school not to be with their friends, they come to learn.”  (Male Student)

“To get things done, I think in school because you are forced to sit down and do a certain amount of work in a certain time period.  At school is where you are forced, not forced but you have a certain amount of work that has to be done and you must do it.  The responsibility is on you to finish it.”  (Female Student)

Two of students that we asked thought that learning outside was a good environment.  They felt that the fresh air and open space created a good atmosphere for learning.

“I like a well balanced area, where there is not too much noise... a nice place to learn is actually outdoors because then you have fresh air all the time, there is more than enough space so you can never be overcrowded and also if it is too cold inside the sun can warm you up.”  (Male Student)

School Environment

We wanted to look more in depth at the effect the school environment has on the students learning and what students regard as the ideal school environment.

Most of the students that we spoke to said that they needed to have a safe and secure environment in order to learn effectively.  They needed to have the correct facilities such as good buildings and the correct resources.  They needed to have an open relationship between teachers and pupils, but one pupil mentioned that some emphasis had to be placed on discipline.  The needs of both the educator and the learner needed to be met and this in turn would create a positive working environment.  Classrooms must not be too bright but not to dull, there had to a happy medium.  Also the classes must not be too large and the classrooms must be spacious.

“An environment which is safe and secure with the correct facilities that are needed.  At my school we have few facilities that are needed.  At my school we few facilities but yet we still excel, but I believe our students would do even better if we had better facilities.”  (Female Student)

“I think there should be a very good and open relationship between students and teachers.  There should also be a large amount of emphasis placed on discipline on both sides.”  (Male Student)

“The ideal schooling environment is one that sees to the needs of the learner as well as the educators.  This creates for a more positive social atmosphere where students can address issues, relating to school work, assignments, projects etc, to their peers and confirm this with their teachers.”  (Female Student)

“Classrooms can make you or break you.  Something to dull and plain can seriously take the oomph out of learning, while something too vibrant can be distracting.   So colours in between the above are perfect.  Also articles and posters relevant to the subject inspire the interest to the subject.”  (Male Student)

“Fewer pupils, more teachers, better textbooks and bigger classrooms.”  (Female Student)

Class size

As previously mentioned, class size matters to the students when it comes to the ideal school environment.  The majority of students at South Peninsula High school felt that 25 – 30 students in a class was desirable.   They felt that this number was good as it gave the teachers a chance to speak to the students on a one to one basis.  Students felt that it would be easier for teacher to help them when they are stuck, and it was easier to learn in a less crowded less noisy classroom.  

“I think an average class size of about 25 students would be necessary for effective learning.  The smaller the class size the better!  It gives the teacher a chance to pay special attention to individual students who needs the extra help and to provide for individual educational needs of the students.”  (Male Student)

“About 30.  It’s not overcrowded but still a good class size. It’s easier to learn when the class isn’t crowded.”  (Female Student)

“25 as it’s not overcrowded.  You can interact with everyone better.  Teachers can give you individual attention.  There will be less noise, therefore you can concentrate better.”  (Female Student)

Conclusion
For the students at South Peninsula High School, school and home were equally popular places for their learning.  The main reasons for the student who choose home was that it provided a relaxed and comfortable atmosphere which the students could control.  It was quiet and the students could ask their parents and guardians for help.  School was regarded by the students as the main place to learn.  Student were motivated and focused upon their learning whilst in school.  

For effective learning to take place, students had to be in a safe and secure environment.  They needed to have the correct facilities and resources, and they needed to have an open relationship between teachers and pupils.  Both the needs of the learner and the educator needed to be met and this in turn created a positive working environment.  Students at South Peninsula High School felt that a class size of in the range of 25 – 30 was good for effective learning.  Student felt that this would give enough time for interaction between students and teacher.  If pupils were stuck, then their problems could be solved on a one to one basis.  Also it was easier to learn in a less crowded and quieter classroom.

School and free time

School takes up a large and important part of the students’ lives, but they have lives outside school too, with family, friends and different free time activities. In this part of the research we hoped to establish a link between school learning and free time learning and to find what the students regard as important.

Knowledge

The students were asked if they felt they learn more from their time in school or from their own life experience. Out of 40 students asked 60% felt they learn more in school.

There were different reasons mentioned for this. The students felt that in school they learn facts from the subjects that they are studying with help from the teachers. The kind of education they get in school is different from the things they learn in their lives outside of school, according to the students. They also expressed that they learn how to behave and socialise and how to interact with other people which they regard as important. 

“I chose school because you do not only learn facts, you also learn how to communicate and to interact with people around you. (Female student)

“In school you learn much more facts in all the subjects. I your life experience you just learn to behave, you learn much more in school.” (Male student)

Many students pointed out that learning in school is crucial for their future life. They felt they needed to be in school to learn to have a successful career and a good life. 

“I would like to say I learn more at school because without any school education I wouldn’t know anything.” (Male student)

“I choose school because school is going to help you to your future and your career.” (Male student)

“I choose school. It teaches you to work hard and prepares you for a career in the future.” (Female student)

The remaining 40% of the students asked felt they learn more form their life experiences than from their time in school. They felt the things they learn in school are, of course, important but life can teach you more about things that is not scheduled in school. It was also mentioned that things they learn in life could be easier to remember because it would be their own experience, it would be something the students discover for themselves when making mistakes or confronting situations in their life. Some students felt they have spent the main part of their life in school so most of their life experiences come from there.

“I think you learn more in life because at school you learn a lot but there are other things you should know about. Outside there are more things…” (Female student)

“I choose life because for me school is a life experience it self. Also in your life experience it is more sentimental value so you tend to remember that more. Not only facts.” (Male student)

“I choose life experience because I feel that the things you learn in school, you must practise that in life anyway. You are going to make mistakes and you will learn from it. If you make mistakes at school you are told that this is an error but when you go out in life it impacts your life, therefore you will learn more from it.” (Female student)
“I think you do learn a lot from school but I think you learn more from real life experiences. I think school is about life and if you experience something you learn more.” (Female student)

Free time activities
The students were asked how their free time activities affect their ability to learn effectively. From the 40 students asked 50% felt it affected them in a good way. The reasons they mentioned were interrelated. Many of the students mentioned they needed to alternate their schoolwork with other activities for relaxation. This would help them to concentrate and focus better when studying. Too much work and no play was not regarded as an effective way of learning. Some students also mentioned their activities outside school could be beneficial for their learning teaching skills other than those the students learn in school. It could teach them more about how to socialise and how to work together with other people.

“I sit in school for most of my week I need some time off I don’t want to do work for school every night and weekend as well I need some time to relax and unwind.” (Male student)

“I think free time activities affect your schoolwork in a good way, you must not only do schoolwork, and you need to have free time. You will be more in to the schoolwork if you also have time to do the things you like in your free time." (Female student)

“I think it affects me I a good way because when you are at school you learn certain things and have a broader knowledge of what is happening around you. You will have a better understanding of your hobbies and of other people and what they are doing in their free time. That will help you in your school learning. It is also very important to have a balance in your life. It would become very stressful if you did not have another outlet.” (Female student)

“I think it is good because after school you need to relax and enjoy what you are doing and sometimes your free time activities teach you a lot.” (Female student)

The other 50% of the students felt their free time activities affected them in a negative way. The reasons they mentioned were that it could be too time consuming and after the activities there would be no time to do homework. The students also mentioned spending a long time on free time activities would make them too tired to do homework, which would have a negative effect on their learning. 

“I think that my free time activities affect my learning in a bad way because in my free time I go out with my friends and stay out late. Then I get home and I am tired so I don’t do my work and when I’m in school I’m tired so it stops me from learning in school as well.” (Female student)

“Free time does affect my learning in a bad way like I play sport. By the time I get home I want to relax because its like 8 or 9 at night so I never want to learn or do any work.” (Female student)

It was also mentioned that activities after school could make it harder to focus on schoolwork. The students expressed they need to relax and unwind but sometimes it could be hard to get back to work and concentrate enough to learn. A high level of self- discipline and motivation was needed for this, according to the students.

“It affects my school learning in a bad way because of the habits that I have. That does not benefit my learning. Sometimes I have homework but I rather be outside.” (Male student)

“I think its bad because you want to relax when you are not at school so when the teacher gives you homework to do at the weekend then how many students honestly would do it?” (Female student)

“Yes, you need free time and you need to relax but, for example when you do homework and you are tired. You leave the homework and go away. When you come back you don’t feel like doing it anymore. You don’t feel like continue after playing soccer or tennis… If you make it a habit you will not get anything done.” (Male student)

Conclusion

The majority of students felt they learn more from school than from their own life experiences. The reasons were that in school the students learn facts and other skills. The students also felt that school is preparing them for the future. The remaining students felt they can learn more from their own life experiences than from school. They mentioned life can teach more about things that is not on the timetable in school and they felt their life is much longer than their time in school. It could also be easier to remember something from a real experience, according to the students.

50% of the students asked felt their free time activities had a good effect on their learning. They needed time to relax and have a balance between work and spare time to be able to stay focused and concentrated. They also felt free time activities could improve their skills on other areas, like socialising and interacting. The other half of the students felt free time activities had a bad effect on their learning. According to the students it is too time consuming and afterwards they would be too tired to do schoolwork. 

Human Resources 

Teachers

A teacher is a very important learning tool and a vital human resource in any student’s education. Teachers influence students by their teaching style, their support, encouragement and giving class work. Students depend on their teachers to help them learn the curriculum and they expect the teacher to issue the relevant homework. 
Interaction 
The students at South Peninsula High School regarded their teachers as a very important source of information to help with understanding. The interaction between students and teachers were also highly regarded. They felt that this communication between themselves and their teachers would help motivate them to be more interested in their schoolwork and also assist in problem solving. When asked if the students preferred a good teacher or a good book 39 out of 40 students chose a good teacher. The reasons they mentioned were mostly interrelated.  

“I prefer a good teacher because a good teacher gets in your mind, they interact…” (Female student)

“I prefer a good teacher because of the interaction. You can ask questions and you are actually told to listen and you get an understanding.” (Female student)

“It’s basically all down to the interaction between the teacher and the pupil, it is more interesting…” (Female student)

“…If you have a problem you can ask for help.” (Female student)
“…A good teacher because it is easier to communicate than trying to read a book…” (Male student)

Support and Encouragement 

When asked whether their teachers made them feel responsible for their learning and whether they are encouraged (by teachers) to learn from their mistakes, the answers given were frank. Many students felt that it was not up to others to make them feel responsible for their learning but rather up to themselves. They felt that one of the reasons for attending school was for their own benefit and not that of their teachers.

“The teachers responsibility is to prepare the lesson well and our responsibility is to do homework and to pay attention (in class).” (Female student) 

“I think the responsibility it up to the individual.” (Male student)

“If you are stuck then you can ask the teacher for help. It puts responsibility on you but you can get help. It is more comfortable in terms of work.” (Male student)

Students felt that their teachers taught them the basics to life for both in and out of school. 

“Teachers give me a broader perspective on life.” (Male student)

“They teach you the basics…they teach you easier methods of learning.” (Male student)

Students were also asked whether they thought their teachers were there only to teach and that they were in school only to learn. 40 out 40 students indicated that they did not think that teachers were only there to teach. They felt that learning is a two-way process whereby both parties can learn from each other. 

“…The teacher can learn from you and you can learn from the teacher…so it is not necessary that teachers teach and students (only) learn.” (Female student)

“Teachers can also make mistakes and you never stop learning.” (Female student)

As can be seen from Figure 5, 83% of students at South Peninsula High School felt that they did get the help they needed from their teachers. Students mentioned that if they were stuck with work their teachers would always make time available and provide assistance.  
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 Figure 5. 
“You can always come back to the teachers and ask them for help, but as long as you make that effort they are always willing to help.” (Female student)

“If you have a problem they also give individual attention and help you…” (Female student)

“They tend to help you set goals and remind you of them.” (Female student)

Although 83% of students felt that they did get the help they needed, a few felt that their teachers could do more to assist them. These students indicated that their teachers did not help them learn from previous mistakes made in tests/exams. They felt that if teachers did this (revise old tests) more often it could help them to learn more effectively.  

“If I make a mistake then I go over the problem again and again by myself but the teacher never really helped me.” (Male student)

Others felt that the assistance could sometimes be de-motivating. Perhaps if some teachers improve their methods of encouragement after failure students would feel more motivated to do better.
“After a test or something there is not much motivation. If you messed up they don’t make you feel good.” (Male student) 

Teaching styles

We wanted to know what kind of teacher students thought would be suitable for effective learning. They suggested a few characteristics they thought a good teacher should have.

“Someone that makes a lesson come alive. Someone that makes then lesson interesting, that will make jokes about the work which will help you remember the work.” (Female student)

“They are walking around and are excited to teach. The way they are doing it makes it interesting.” (Male student)

“A creative teacher, one that uses his hands and body to show how things work. Then the lesson will become more interesting and fun!” (Female student)

There also students who mentioned that a strict teacher could help them to learn more effectively. They felt that a teacher who has control of his/her class could teach effectively which would be beneficial to the students. 

“A strict teacher can also help. If he has control in the class then he can teach without having to worry about students disturbing the lesson.” (Female student)

We asked the students to express which learning methods they found effective. A significant difference occurred between the genders with regard to ‘listening to the teacher’ as a learning method (Figure 6). Out of the four options to the question ‘which learning opportunities work best for you?’ more males (31%) than females (13%) chose ‘not much’. (The four options being ‘very much’, ‘a bit’, ‘not much’ and ‘not at all’)

[image: image7.emf]Sig. difference regarding Listening to teacher

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

Listening to teacher - not much

Female

Male


Figure 6. Differences between genders.
Students regarded the interaction between themselves and teachers highly. They felt that this communication was important, as it was one of the aspects that helped them to understand their schoolwork better.  There were many students who felt that the responsibility to learn was up to themselves and not the teacher. 83% of students also felt that they got the help they required from their teachers. Students felt that a teacher who was creative, interested and interesting would be a suitable teacher to help them in the quest towards effective learning. 

Parents

In order for effective learning to take place it may be thought that parents/guardians should be involved in their child’s education. They can offer assistance with schoolwork or provide encouragement and appropriate support. The majority of the students who participated in our research felt that their parents/guardians had an adequate level of involvement in their schooling, providing various kinds of support in their learning. 

“They always make sure that my homework is done and try as far as possible to attend school meetings.”  (Female Student) 

“Yes, they don’t know every detail, but they know enough about what’s happening at school.”  (Female Student)

“My mum does help me but she also motivates me. She is a teacher as well so she does help me.” (Male student) 

“If I am stuck with something they might know and help me.” (Female student)

Some students also highlighted the fact the parents basically prepared them for life more than anyone else.

“Parents teach me general knowledge. They teach me all the things I need to know and important stuff.” (Male student)

“Parents is the basis of what you learn. That is the most important thing because once you have your grounding from your parents you can obviously go out into the world.” (Female student)

Those students who indicated that they did not think that their parents/guardians were involved enough felt that more involvement would benefit their learning.

“No, in my opinion parents should partake in school activities more.” (Female student)
“No, parents and/or guardians believe that homework and assignments are only left to the students to complete and they do not give their input as to whether the teacher/facilitator will be happy with the finished schoolwork.  When tests and exams come parents should see to it that we are studying and that we are in the proper environment so that we achieve the best results.  It is not always that parents/guardians take this into consideration.”  (Female Student)

“No, they are not.  They do motivate me, and ask me how things are going now and again, but there’s still more that they can do.”  (Male Student)

Although some students would prefer more involvement, there were also students who thought that a high level of parental involvement put excessive pressure on them and was therefore detrimental to there learning.

Too much involvement tends to be irritating. It brings pressure and lots of it, because they expect too much from you and what may seem like your best to you, may seem weak to them (Female student)

The assistance and support that parents/guardians provide was generally regarded by students as positive. However, the students felt that their parents/guardians could also hinder their learning by being too involved. Knowing that their parents/guardians are supporting them in what they do is what the students feel they require to be successful.

Ways of Learning

Everyone has his or her own ways of learning. Different individuals employ different learning methods based on their own specific preferences. We aimed to investigate what approach the students use to learn effectively in this school. To achieve this we aim to explore and analyze which learning opportunities the students from South peninsula felt worked best for them.
Learning methods

During the research, the students were given a number of learning methods to choose from and were asked to rate each one individually (Fig. 7). This gave us a basis from which to conduct this part of our research and investigate the preferred learning methods of the students and why they chose them.
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Figure 7. Learning opportunities
The most popular learning methods can be determined from figure 7. The most popular were: through practicing (88%), individual study (88%) and exams (84%) all of which were rated positively by students. The majority of whom chose the strongly agree option, other popular options were extra classes (76%) work experience (77%), practical work (78%) and discussions (74%) although the students regarded most methods as being effective. The least popular choices were: group work (57%) the Internet (51%) and homework (37%).

Technology 
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Figure 8.
The students were asked to select various positive and negative aspects of using technologies, (such as computers, the internet, video, television etc), as learning methods.  Overall, 95% of South Peninsula’s students felt that technology had a positive impact on their learning.
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Figure 9.
As you can see from the graph students felt that technology was easier (85%), a large majority of students felt that technology was visual (84%), many students also felt that technology had more information (81%) 
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Figure 10.
Students also felt that technology did have its drawbacks. Many students said that they preferred to learn from people (35%) some students also felt that another negative aspect was that machines could crash (21%) a small percentage of students also felt that technology wasn’t always easy to understand (17%)

Future methods of learning

We asked some of the students if they looked for new ways to improve their learning. Many of the students said that they were open to new methods of learning if they were suggested to them or if they found them.

“I try to find easier methods. To go to maths classes makes it easier for me. Maths classes help me to pass and get better grades. I do get enough help in school but it is much easier to learn in extra class because I get individual help.” (Male student)

“Yes, I do try to find new better ways to learn, but I seem to sick to the one I have because it is working.” (Female student)

“Yes, because I find all my methods of studying, and I change it all the time and it don’t work so I’m constantly having to experiment new ones. If you find one that works, you stick to it but at the moment I can’t.” (Male student)

“Yes. Recently I bought a “Study system” with music you can listen to and that makes you study better.”  (Female student)

However, some students also said that they did not look for new ways. The main reason was that the method they used worked well for them and that it was not necessary to change. Most of these students said they were open to new suggestions even if they would not use it. 
“I am used to the way that I do it and I am comfortable that way.  I find that it works best for me and my style of learning.” (Female student) 

“I don’t think so. If a way does come up then I do use it but most of the time I just stick to the basics, cause that seems to help me a lot.” (Female student) 

“I don’t really look for new ways to learn I have my own way of studying.... If the teacher suggested a new way to me I would be willing to try it after all the teachers are there to make my learning easier but if the teachers method wasn’t effective I would go back to my way” (Female student)

“No I do not.  I try but it did not work.  I found that it was just a lot more work which require more effort.” (Male student)

The students were also asked how they knew when they have learned something. Most of the answers were related to having a feeling of understanding for the topic, when they remember it for a long time or when they are able to explain what they know to other people. This was further verified when the researched group was asked whether they needed to understand something before they learn it. As you can see from figure 11, 90% of students agreed that they had to understand before they learned something.
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Figure 11.
“When you are faced with that situation and you know what to do. Also if you make mistakes and you have learned from those mistakes and the next time you will know what to do.” (Female student)

“I think it is a self-realization. You realize by yourself, ‘Hey I can do this, I know you can do this’” (Female student)

“You also learn from your mistakes. If you got that particular question wrong in the paper and next time you will remember the mistake and the correct answer.  That is how I work.” (Male student)

“I know when I have learned something, when I can explain it to you.” (Female student)

“When you come back the next day and the teacher asks you something and you understand what he is saying and you can answer the question.” (Male student)

“The more practical it is the more you will remember.” (Male student)

Conclusion

The three most popular options chosen by students were through practicing, individual study, and exams, the three least popular options were from group work, homework and the internet.

A large majority of students (95%) said that technology had a positive effect on their learning. Students felt that technology was easy, visual and it contained more information for their education. However, students were very aware that technology wasn’t all and it did have some disadvantages such as; they preferred to learn from people, machines could crash and the information wasn’t always reliable although there was plenty of it.
Many students said they were open to new ways of learning and were willing to try new methods if they thought it would work. Some students said they did not look for new ways because their methods worked.

Practical Experience

It was found that practical experience was highly rated amongst the students. From the figure 12, below you can see that practical experience is very important for the students at South Peninsula. The most important/effective ways of learning by practical work were “work experience” (77.8%), “practical work” (78%) and “through practising” (87.9%). 
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Figure 12.
Most of the students mentioned that practical work in different forms made them learn and remember more effectively. To physically do things made it easier to remember and when writing exams they could think of the practical work and remember how they did it and why. That also made them able to write it in exams. To only read it in a book was boring and more difficult to remember. Many students said that if they had done it they could visualise and see it in front of them.  To do practical work also made the students understand things more in depth and thereby not forgetting it. 

“In biology we do dissection and we can see all the insides of a rat. In the exam you will not forget the insides of a rat.” (Male student)

“It is easier when you are writing a test because you can visualise it and have something to identify with. In a book you just see words.” (Female student)

“Practical experience is easier because you are doing it, and by doing it you can see the effects more clearly” (Female Student)

One student mentioned that if you were doing things and you were doing it wrong you would understand easier what went wrong and why. 

“Reading is boring and you may forget things, doing it will make you remember what you did and what went wrong” (Female student) 

Practical experience also includes work experience. From figure 12 we can see that 77.8% of the students regarded work experience as a good way to learn. If they were involved with something they also could have their own points of views and interact with other people. Varying ways of learning is important to prevent students from getting bored and it could make the students more motivated to learn. 

Tuition

“Listening to teacher” (77.4%) was a poplar way to learn according to the students, almost as popular as “work experience”. When listening to the teacher the students could ask questions and get the answers which they otherwise would not have got. Some students felt that they or their classmates might lose concentration if the teacher was only speaking and therefore might not learn. To take notes was mentioned as a good way to learn (72.1%) but when taking notes they might miss the teacher’s explanation because they are writing at the same time. Lessons had to be interesting to make the students listen.  

“I have a very short attention span. I don’t like listening to the teacher the whole time as I loose concentration” (Male student)

A majority of students (76.3%) thought extra classes were an effective way to learn. In extra classes students can get more in depth explanations and the teacher has more time for every student. 

“If you have a good tutor you can learn at school and after school as well” (Female student)

“Sometimes you don’t get all knowledge from reading and if there’s something you don’t understand there is someone who can explain it to you better.”  (Female student)

Studying

“Individual study” (87.8%) was the second most popular way of learning for the South Peninsula students. For many students it was distracting to work with or amongst others and to really concentrate many students had to sit alone. Homework was regarded by 83% of the students as a good way to learn. 

One student on the advantages of individual study;

“Then it is your own responsibility… you can’t blame anyone else” (Male student)

When studying alone the students did not have to worry about others and could do the work at their own pace.

“I think studying is the best you have to go home and revise it to know what actually went on.” (Female student)

Some students preferred to study with others rather than alone. One student stated that he was a bit afraid to ask questions so if his friend asked instead, he learned from them. A few students mentioned that studying with others made them study harder because it was like a small competition they had to ‘win’. 

To have discussions was a good way to work with others, 74.4% of the students thought so. Group work was less popular, with only 41.4% of the students regarding it as a good way of working. 

Conclusion

A mixture of different learning methods is important to keep the students motivated and interested in their school work. To experience things is very important for them to understand and remember. They are aware that they can not have practical work in everything but having the opportunity to do it allowed them visualise things making it was easier to understand. To listen to the teacher is important for the students.  Whilst listening, they take notes they can read at home. The majority of students think extra classes are a good way to learn. Individual study allows the students learn effectively and most of them prefer learning alone, to study with others distracted many of them.

Exams

Exams form a very big part of the current education system. We hope to establish what the students’ opinions about exams are and how they contribute to their learning. We intend to investigate what the positive and negative aspects of exams are and if there may be any alternatives to examinations.  A deeper understanding for students’ perception about exams can be a help in developing the current method of assessment and benefit the students learning. 

Feelings about exams
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Figure 13.
The majority thought exams was a good learning opportunity. 83 % of all students agreed (figure 13). This shows that almost all students of South Peninsula High School think they learn a lot from exams. 
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Figure 14
The majority of all the students felt they do not “have too many exams”. (56.7 % disagreed.) A large majority felt they “get nervous” before and/or during exams (76.3 % agreed) and it was also a majority that thought they got “too little time” in exams ( 58.6 % agreed). 

More than half of all the students said they “feel pressure from others” to do well in exams (51.5 % agreed). The majority were afraid to “disappoint their families” (60.6 % agreed) but the majority were not afraid of “disappointing their teachers”(57 % disagreed). This shows the pressure from parents to achieve well in school is high. This can have positive as well as negative effect on the students. The students can feel more motivated to study with their parents support but also feel bad and stressed because of the pressure. 

The majority of students were afraid to “disappoint themselves” (79 % agreed). Almost all students disagreed to the statement “I do not care about exams” (93.9 % disagree). This shows that exams mean a lot to them and they want to achieve well not only to avoid disappointing their parents, but also themselves. They study for their own sake and for a good future.

A large majority of the students asked said exams “make me work hard” (81.8 % agreed) and “I like challenge myself” (89.7 % agreed)  More than half of all the students felt they were not “well prepared” when doing exams (53.3 % disagreed). Although they felt unprepared, the majority said they had “enough skills for exams” ( 74.4 % agreed) and “felt confident to pass” exams (89.7 % agreed).
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Figure 15. Significant differences between male and female learners.
Only one significant difference between the genders was found regarding exams.  More females ( 53.8 %) than males ( 35.6 % ) were afraid to disappoint themselves (figure 15). 
Alternatives to exams and tests
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Figure 16.
The majority of all students asked (55.8 %) said they did not think there was an alternative to exams and tests without decreasing the quality of their learning (figure 16). 

They felt exams and tests were motivating and made them work harder. It was said that pressure to pass exams improves effective learning and makes students study more.

“…doing tests and exams, that helps when it comes to actually knowing the work.” (Female student)

“It is better with exams that will help you to learn…They make you to study and go over your work.” (Male student) 

 “It will also make you work harder.” (Female student)

 “I think exams are important to get the work in your head that it really sticks there.” (Male student)
“…Tests are also a good way of motivating you.” (Female student)
The students saw the exams as the last step to test their learning. Exams test their knowledge and how much they can remember without the books’ and teachers’ help, improving memory skills.  

“…it improves your memory skills and it tests your understanding of the work.” (Male student)

“No (there is not an alternative to exams). Exams is exams and you can’t do anything else. It test your knowledge, it test what you know.” (Male student)

“Exams is the final piece to see if you’ve actually been learning so I think there’s no other alternative.” (Male student)

“With tests you can revise over the work and you get time to look over what you have done you can see how much you can remember without the help of books or teachers this time its how much you remember.” (Female student)

Many students thought getting tests and exams back was a good way to see what they did right and understood. A good result motivates the students to get just as good or better grades at the next subject exam or test. Getting a test back also shows where the students went wrong and with the teachers help and explanations they can learn from their mistakes. A bad result can also be a warning for the students that they have to study harder.

“Because you can see where you went wrong and what you did right.” (Female student)

“You can see where you made mistakes and so. The teacher will tell you what you did wrong.” (Male student)
“I think that writing tests and exams show you what you have been doing wrong and show you the mistakes.” (Female student)

“If you study and do well you are motivated for next time. I think it is just you feeling good about yourself, that you got a good grade or something. It could also be a wake-up call if you’ve done bad in a period, you can pick up with work better.” (Male student) 

Some students had a desire to do better when comparing results with others. One student shifted the responsibility of exams on to the teachers rather than himself.

“They (exams) allow us to compare results between each other.  It creates an atmosphere of competition which benefits each other as it gives us the motivation to work harder to achieve better in the future.” (Male student)

“…It shows if the teacher did a good job of teaching you or a bad job, judging by your results.” (Male student)
Some students were asked how they preferred their knowledge to be tested, with small assessments or with big exams. Many students thought the best was to have a combination of both. One student wanted to have small tests during the terms and then major exams at every end term. The South Peninsula High School exam system with 4 exams per year was appreciated by one student. According to another student they had too many exams and it was better with only small tests and no exams while another student had the opposite opinion and thought it was better with big exams where you really studied for everything instead of small tests where you might not get all work into your head.

“I think both should be used. Having small tests during the terms and then major exams at every end term (4) which we have here.” (Female student)

“Do small class test and stuff like that you don’t really get all work in (your head) because for exams you really study for everything.” (Male student)

“I think that other school they don’t write exams such a lot…Teachers are writing control tests, to check were you are but now the exams are so hectic! Because you are still trying to fit in and makes friends and there is so much studying for the tests…Control tests, it is not exams but smaller (would be better).” (Male student)

“Exam is basically a test of memory, not a test of skills learned. I would think that a small scale test, like on a weekly basis is better because then you don’t have to remember everything you learned up to then. You get tested on the work you have done thus far…and then at the end of the year, maybe one exam (over a 2week period) to see if you know the work.” (Male student) 
Many of the students asked, had experience of an alternative school system were the students did not have any tests and exams but a lot of group work. This system, Outcomes Based Educational System (OBE), was and is still used in schools in South Africa. All of the students who mentioned this system, disliked it and said it did not work. They felt it was essential to have something to look toward to test yourself.

“Exams at the moment are fine.  I have seen from previous experience of fellow students that alternatives to exams are a waste of time.  A prime is the OBE (Outcomes Based Educational System) which was utter rubbish.” (Male student) 

“They tried the OBE system and it is much about group work and it did not work.” (Male student) 

“Outcomes based Education, it’s a new system that they try in South African schools now…No (they do not have exams and tests), they just have group work and it doesn’t work out.” (Female student)
“I am quite happy with the exam process. As I did experience OBE I was not happy with that test, the structure I was not happy with. I feel that you have to have that ‘something to look towards’ to test yourself and exams is the only way that you actually work towards.” (Female student)

Many of the students who thought there could be an alternative to exams and tests still thought exams was the best way for the teachers to the students. One alternative to exams and tests was practical test. The teachers would be able to test the students’ understanding and not only their ability to memorise texts. Oral tests could also be a way for teachers to see if the students really understood the work. Other alternatives were essays and discussions. The students also wanted more of e variation in assessments and examinations. 

“Practical work  could work. Teachers can see that you really have understood and that you are not cheating. Oral tests could be an alternative, then they can also see if you are understanding the work. I like the written tests.” (Male student) 

“Discussions could be good, but not for quiet people.” (Male student)

“Yes. (It should be good to vary sometimes) We have a lot of maths test. I think more practical would be better.” (Female student)

However, some students did not regard practical exams and tests as an alternative to written exams. 

“No, I don’t think that would work. They tried it in the past and it did not work.” (about practical exams) (Female student)

“They tried that and it did not quite work. We used to do 12 subject and we did practical for a lot and in maths it did not work. It helped a lot but I think that is the only subject where we could do practical but it did not work.” (Male student)

Conclusion

The majority thought exams was a good learning opportunity. The majority got nervous and thought they had too little time during exams. The majority also felt pressure from others, especially the family, to achieve well in examinations. The majority was also afraid to disappoint themselves. The students did overall not feel well prepared but still they felt confident to pass the exams. 

The majority of the students did not think there was an alternative to exams and tests without decreasing the quality of their learning and they mentioned many reasons why they like exams e.g. that they learn a lot. Many students wanted to have a combination of both exams and small tests. Some alternatives to exams that were suggested were practical exams, oral exams, essays and discussions. 

Streaming
South Peninsula High School is the first school that classes have been ‘streamed’. The forty students with the top academic results are placed into one class together, the A class, while the remaining students are spread across the remaining classes which are not based on results. We found this to be a unique situation and one which we felt worthy of investigation. Whilst analysing our data, we made an extra effort to examine whether or not the answers from the 11A class differed from the others in the year. The results of our efforts showed no significant differences between the data from the different classes. 

We also took the opportunity during our semi structured interviews to examine the attitudes of a small sample of students from various different classes with regards to streaming. We received a variety of answers on the subject. Many felt that the system was unfair as the students that were in the A class were given preferential treatment.

“I can see that sometimes more attention is given to these students and they always seem to get the best of everything.”  (Female student)
“Class A is the one that gets the most privileges and they could do xosa or whatever.” (Male Student)

“It is almost like an Apartheid going on, it’s like they are the white classes and the teachers will always prefer having an A- class. They always get the best teachers and we will get not so great teachers”. (Male Student)

Some suggested it could demotivate students to know they were not in the best class. Some students felt that this system did not promote unity and could also give some students a feeling of failure. This would demotivate them and have a negative impact on their learning.

“Some people are depressed because they can’t be there or they think they can’t achieve.” (Female Student)

“Classes B, C, etc think they are less then them (the A class) which isn’t true. It is only the academic side. I think it makes life difficult.” (Female Student)

However, not all of the feedback was negative. Many of the students felt that it was a good motivational factor in helping them to learn. They felt that it would encourage students to try their best to achieve, with the hope of getting into the top class. 

“It actually motivates students to want to get into the A classes.”(Female Student)

“I would like to go there and am working hard for that, it is motivating me and I am striving for a place in that class. I know I have a chance.” (Male Student)

“It makes you strive for something. You find people who are not working at all, they do not deserve to go to a top class.” (Male Student)

Those students already in the A class also felt that it had a positive impact on their learning because of the high level of competition and hard work that it encouraged. 

“Competition is very high in my class. I feel that I have competition now all the time so it makes me strive to work harder.” (Male Student)  

“It has a positive affect on my learning. The competition in the class drives us in our learning.” (Female Student)
“You are all there for the same purpose, you all want to work. Everyone is working together because we all want to learn. I wouldn’t want it any way different.” (Female Student)

The students of South Peninsula High School had a variety of opinions on the subject of streamed classes at their school. Some students perceived the system as an unfair one in which the top academic students were given privileges and special attention. They felt that unity was not promoted by this system and, in fact, it made the students feel less equal and less motivated to learn if they were not in the top class. However, many felt that the system was the same for everyone and every student had the opportunity to gain entry to the class through their own academic efforts and therefore could be regarded as a positive, motivational system. The topic of streaming in classes is likely to be one which will continue to divide the opinion of many. 
Conclusions

Our study, which centred on student opinions, provoked a lot of interesting discussion and debate.  We were able to collect statistical data from questionnaires and more in-depth analysis from the other research tools.  This allowed us to validate points we felt were important.  Several conclusions can be drawn from the work conducted at South Peninsula High School.

Motivation

Although a students motivation for learning may come from more than one source, an emphasis was put on several interlinking reasons.  Achieving good qualifications, going on to further education and getting a good job were repeatedly mentioned by students.  To be able to support themselves and their future children were crucial reasons why students wanted to learn. The students also wanted to learn for their own knowledge and understanding. Having a sound appreciation of the world they inhabit was seen as vital. The students at South Peninsula thought that it was more important to learn knowledge or skills that they can use  for life rather than just remembering for the examinations. The majority of the students thought that competing with others had a positive impact on their learning, mainly because it gave them something to work towards. With regards to reward, 88% of those who had been offered a reward to achieve in an exam felt that it was an effective method of making them learn more effectively.

Learning environment

For the students at South Peninsula High School, school and home were equally popular places for their learning.  The main reasons for the student who choose home was that it provided a quiet, comfortable, relaxed atmosphere that was free from distractions. The students could also control their own environment to suit their own needs. School was regarded by the students as the place they were expected to learn.  Student were motivated and focused upon their learning whilst in school.  For effective learning to take place, students had to be in a safe and secure environment and they felt they needed to have all the correct facilities and resources to meet the needs of both the educator and the learner.  Students at South Peninsula felt that a class size of in the range of 25 – 30 was good for effective learning.  Student felt that this would give enough time for interaction between students and teacher and it was also easier to learn in a less crowded and quieter classroom. The majority of students felt they learn more from school than from their own life experiences. The reasons were that in school the students learn facts and other skills which can prepare them for the future. 

Human Resources

Teachers were regarded as a vital human resource for the students. Students regarded the interaction between themselves and teachers highly. They mentioned that sharing a relaxed relationship with the teacher would encourage the students to be more open and they would be more able to ask questions and discuss the issues, helping them to understand their subjects more effectively. They also wanted their teachers to be interested in their subjects and to be creative, making the lessons more interesting for the students. The majority of the students felt they received the help they need from their teachers. A minority felt that they would like their teachers to spend more time going over mistakes made in tests and homework in order to meet their learning needs. Parents were also seen as an important factor in students learning. Most students felt that their parents were involved enough in their learning and that this had a positive effect on their learning. 
Ways of Learning

The three most popular options chosen by students were through practicing, individual study, and exams. The three least popular options were from group work, homework and the internet. Whilst some students highlighted the problems of using technology to learn, a large majority of students (95%) said that technology had a positive effect on their learning. 

A mixture of different learning methods is important to keep the students motivated and interested in their school work. Practical work allowed the students to visualise things , making them easier to understand and remember. Tuition was also vital to the students, providing them with explanations and discussions. Individual study was crucial, allowing the students to go over work on their own, without the distractions of working in a group environment which could cause distractions. 

The majority of the students felt that while examinations were an effective learning method, they associated them with many negative feelings. Most of the students felt that exams made them nervous, they had too little time and they did not feel well enough prepared. The students felt pressure from others, especially their family, to achieve in the exams and were also afraid of disappointing themselves. Despite all of this, the students felt confident to pass their exams. The majority of the students did not think there was an alternative to exams and tests without decreasing the quality of their learning. Some alternatives to exams that were suggested were practical exams, oral exams, essays and discussions. 
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APPENDIX
Learning School 5 

Student Questionnaire
Effective Learning From The Student Perspective

1-1 What are the positive and negative aspects of using technology to learn? 

(You may choose from both columns)

	Positive

(Please tick)
	Negative

(Please tick)  

	  
	It makes learning easier
	
	I don’t like computers

	
	It’s an interactive way to learn

e.g. online tutorial
	
	It is hard to understand

	
	It’s more interesting
	
	Machine crashes easily

	
	It gives more information
	
	I don’t have the skills

	
	It’s visual
	
	Information can be unreliable

	
	I can do it on my own
	
	I don’t have access to a computer

	
	I can get the information quickly
	
	I prefer to learn from people

	
	Other           

                  
	
	Other                          


1-2      Overall, do you think the impact of technology on your learning is positive or negative? 


Positive 


Negative

2-1       Have you ever been offered a reward to achieve in an exam? 

Yes

No

2-2       If yes, do you think it helped you to learn more effectively?


     Yes

No

3 Do you feel that you get the help you need from teachers?

Yes

No

4          What kind of learning opportunities work best for you? 

	
	Not at all
	Not much
	Quite a lot
	Very much

	Listen to teacher
	
	
	
	

	Exam
	
	
	
	

	Work experience
	
	
	
	

	Home work
	
	
	
	

	Group work
	
	
	
	

	Individual study
	
	
	
	

	Discussions
	
	
	
	

	From the internet
	
	
	
	

	From books
	
	
	
	

	Practical work
	
	
	
	

	Note taking
	
	
	
	

	Extra classes (after school)
	
	
	
	

	Through practising
	
	
	
	

	Other 

                                            
	
	
	
	


5-1 What are the positive and negative aspects of competing with others to learn? (You may choose from both columns)

	Positive

(Please tick)
	Negative

(Please tick)

	
	It’s fun
	
	Too much pressure

	
	I like to prove I am better than others
	
	I don’t like comparing myself with others

	
	It gives me something to work towards
	
	I don’t like a challenge

	
	I can compare myself with others
	
	It’s embarrassing when I fail

	
	I like a challenge
	
	It doesn’t help me to learn

	
	It raises my standards
	
	Other



	
	Other




5-2          Overall, how do you think that competing with others affects your learning?



Positively


Negatively

6.1 How do you feel about exams, tests, etc? 

	
	Strongly 

Disagree
	Disagree
	Agree
	Strongly 

Agree

	I get nervous
	
	
	
	

	Too little time in the exam
	
	
	
	

	I am scared I’ll disappoint my family
	
	
	
	

	I am scared I’ll disappoint my teacher(s)
	
	
	
	

	I am scared I’ll disappoint myself
	
	
	
	

	I find they make me work hard
	
	
	
	

	I like to challenge myself
	
	
	
	

	I have the skills to express myself in the exam
	
	
	
	

	I am always well prepared
	
	
	
	

	I don’t care about exams
	
	
	
	

	I have too many exams
	
	
	
	

	I feel pressure from others
	
	
	
	

	I feel confident that I can pass the exams
	
	
	
	

	Other


	
	
	
	


6.2
Do you think there is an alternative to exams and tests without decreasing the quality of your learning?

     Yes                        No

7 Do you have to understand something before you learn it effectively? 

Yes


No

8 Why do you want to learn? 

	
	Strongly 

Disagree
	Disagree
	Agree
	Strongly

Agree

	To get knowledge and understanding
	
	
	
	

	For self satisfaction
	
	
	
	

	For a better career choice
	
	
	
	

	To get qualifications
	
	
	
	

	To get praise from friends and parents
	
	
	
	

	To be able to express interesting opinions
	
	
	
	

	Other 


	
	
	
	


Thank you very much

LEARNING SCHOOL 5

Group Discussions

Hot-chair (LS5 version)

1 Do you prefer a good teacher or a good book?  

2 Do you feel you have learned more from your time at school or from your own life experiences?

3 Do you think your free time activities affect your school learning in a good or a bad way? 

4 Do you think practical experience in school helps you to learn more effectively? 

5 Do you agree with the statement: ‘Teachers teach and students learn?’

6 What is more important to you, learning for life or learning for assessments/exams?

General group discussion

1 In what ways does your teacher help you learn more effectively?

2 How do you know when you have learnt something? 

3 Does your teacher make you feel responsible for your learning? How? Why? 

4 Why do you want to learn? 

LS5 Short Answer Questions.

1 What is the ideal class size for effective learning (e.g. how many pupils in each class) and why?

2 What do you think is the ideal school environment for effective learning and why?

3.1 Do you think your parents/guardians are involved enough with your learning (both at home and at school)?

3.2 What effect does this have on your learning?

Interview (Guide Questions)
1 Pupil Report. List or draw the people who have helped you to learn. 

Name them – e.g. friend, teacher, mother, brother, etc. 

Put them in order of importance, e.g. 1 = most important, 2= a little less so etc. 

2 Do you prefer to learn alone or with others?

Why? 

3           Where do you prefer to learn? 

(Guide: At home, In the library, At school, At work, In a café, Out of doors)
Why?

4            Do you look for new ways to improve your learning? 

Yes


No

(If Yes) Which?  (If No) Why not?

5            How do your teachers encourage you to learn from your mistakes? 

6
In the Questionnaire, you said you did/did not think there is an alternative to exams and tests without decreasing the quality of your learning.
If YES, What kind of alternatives can you think of that would not decrease the quality of your learning?

If NO, What are the good points about exams and tests?

7
Studying, practical experience and tuition are three important methods that help you to learn.  Which do you find to be the most important and why?
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